
BCWG January 2022 Meeting Minutes 
 

The January meeting was held online with 23 members present 
The next meeting will be on Tuesday, February 15 at 7 PM at 

St. Joseph Senior Center, 3271 Lincoln Ave., St. Joseph 
 

President Dennis Szymanski called the meeting to order. 
 
Announcements 
 
Guild officers conducted their annual meeting in early January and laid out a tentative meeting schedule for 2022. Tom 
Hurst presented details of the creation of a woodworking facility within the St. Joseph Senior Center complex. Details of 
this will be presented to the general Guild during the February meeting at the Senior Center. 
 
John De Lapa presented the annual Treasurer's report. The Guild is in sound fiscal condition. Membership dues of $35 have 
be reinstated for 2022 and members are encouraged to submit payments as soon as possible. 
 
New member Raymond Storer was welcomed to the Guild. 
 
Old News 
 
The Christmas workshop at Tom Hurst's shop was a huge success. Volunteers included Ed Laber, Keith Carr, Lindsey Smith, 
Jake and Deb Pschigoda and 3 of their children, Louie Nordell, Ray Storer, Henry Mora, Paul Donavin, Tom and Colleen 
Hurst and a number of Brookview Montessori Middle School students. Materials were provided by Paul, Tom, Jake and 
Wayne Rendell. A special thanks goes to Colleen Hurst for the wonderful brunch she provided. 
 
A total of 60 penguins were built and were distributed to the Benton Harbor Readiness Center, Emergency Family Center 
and the Marine Corps Toys for Tots program. 
 
Show & Tell 
 
Mark Blaser 
Mark displayed a large custom built work bench made from a red oak tree he processed. The bench features a pair of Twin 
Turbo Vices from Andy Klein and measures 24” by 70” long. The craftsmanship is outstanding and lends an appearance that 
is closer to a piece of furniture than a work bench. 
 



 
 

 
 
Kim Massa 
Kim detailed an attractive Charcuterie (cheese board) fashioned from a “throw away” piece of walnut. The piece has 
stunning grain patterns and contains a large sapwood area with live edges. The leather strap handle allows for hanging and 
displaying the board on a wall when it is not in use. The finish is Walrus Oil which generated some questions about 
potentially poached endangered animals. Actually, the name purportedly comes from various descriptions of the facial hair 
of Dave Darr, the creator of Walrus Oil! 
 

 



         
 
Lindsey Smith 
Lindsey's project involved a pair of walnut/mahogany side tables to go with a previously built king size bed. The drawer 
fronts were carved into a weaved pattern through the use of a router and hand carving tools. 
 

       
 

 



 
John De Lapa 
John showed a replica of a music stand used by House of David band members during 1940's concerts. Construction was 
generally from plywood and the finish consisted of “quite red” paint. John first made a 1/6th scale model to confirm his 
dimensions. 
 

 
 

          
 
  



Scott Hollet 
Scott described the quilt rack made from padauk wood that is finished with water based spar urethane. The clever design 
utilizes mortise and tenon type keys cut at 13 degree angles to hold the unit together. The 24” by 30” high piece can hold up 
to 3 quilts. 
 

         
 

 
 



Lee Davidson 
Lee recently finished a maple and walnut music stand. The piece features a clef & stanza inlay design where the stanza bars 
are walnut on a maple background. The clef was routed out and filled with a mixture of epoxy, dye and walnut dust, 
followed by leveling. The stand has a rather unique spread footing. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Mark Blaser won the “Sawdust in the Hat” drawing for a $25 Lowes gift certificate. 
  
 
Regards,  Lindsey Smith    Secretary 


